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Sports
See the Sports Section at nganews.com

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

KING
WHEREWE TREAT YOU LIKE
ROYALTY

CALL OUR SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TODAY AT

800.388.2897 TO
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL AND MOTORCRAFT OIL FILTER. 
MOTORCRAFT IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 

SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS AND DETAILS UNTIL 9.30.2024

THE WORKS

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid
Top-Off, Filter Check, and Belts & Hoses Check

�

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL
CHANGE AND MORE

$54.95 Offer valid 7/1/24-8/31/24

Buy four select tires
get a $125 rebate

Get 6,000 FordPass 
points on 

brake pads and 
rotor replacement

Offer valid 7/1/24-9/30/24

Panthers return to practice field three weeks out from scrimmage

The Union County offensive line, a unit expected to be the team’s stength in 2024, runs drills last Wednesday, July 11 at Mike Colwell Memorial Stadium. Photo/Todd Forrest

With the Aug. 9 scrim-
mage game fast approaching, 
Union County returned to the 
gridiron last week following a 
two-week hiatus, starting four-
day-a-week workouts through 
July 26.

According to head coach 
Michael Perry, first-year starting 
quarterback Cade Dockrey and 
his new batch of receivers are 
making progress, but until the 
pads are on, it’s still too early to 
guage whether it will translate 
to success on Friday nights.

“We’re not in pads right 
now so it’s hard to get a full 
sense of what you have until 
you start hitting and blocking,” 
Perry said. “We’re far from a 
finished product, but I’m proud 
of the kids’ efforts.

“Cade [Dockrey] contin-
ues to make progress at quar-
terback and I feel good about 
our offensive line. Tyler Parker 
(WR) has had a really good 
summer and is looking sharp, 
and we need him to be.

“[Receivers] Maddox 
Young, Chetley Cox and Braden 
Plott are continuing to things 
that will put us in a good spot,” 
he said. 

At running back, senior 
Connor Schuknecht remains the 
No. 1 option followed by sopho-
mores Bentley Rich, Brandon 
Lynch and freshman Micah 
Wallace.

“Connor and Bentley 
play the same spot on both of-
fense and defense so we’ll be 
switching them out a lot. They 
are almost the same type of 
player.”

On the defensive side, 
senior linebacker Ethan Lester 
continues to make progress 
from knee surgery and should 
be 100% by the end of August, 
providing a boost to a lineback-
er corps replacing two starters.

Lester led the team with 
127 tackles in 2023, earning 
Second Team All-Region hon-
ors. Lester recorded 24 tackles 
in a 35-21 win over No. 10 
Athens Academy -- the most by 
a Panther in six years.

“Defensively, Ethan Les-
ter is able to do a little bit more 
as he gets closer to being fully 
cleared,” Perry said. “Connor 
Schuknecht is having a really 
good summer as a linebacker 
and a running back.”

While the Panthers have 
filled in most of the gaps, the 
biggest question marks remain 
on special teams, where Union 
is replacing both kickers, its 
punter and long snapper.

“Kicker is a big question 
mark for us right now,” Perry 
said. We’re hoping to get one 
of the soccer guys to come out 
and kick, but we’re still wait-

ing to figure that out, and our 
long snapper. Cody Meeks was 
our long snapper but Jaxon To-
therow is the leading candidate 
to take his place.

“Bentley Rich might be 
the punter,” Perry added. “He 
boots it pretty good. But be-
tween now and the scrimmage, 
we’re just trying to get the of-
fense and defense installed and 
figuring out the question marks 
on special teams.”

The Panthers begin the 
acclimation period on July 29 

and will be in full pads on Aug. 
5. Union will host Chestatee 
on Aug. 9 then visit Gilmer on 
Aug. 23 for the 2024 opener.

The home opener is Aug. 
30 vs. Fannin County. The Pan-
thers begin Region 7-AA play 
on Sept. 6 vs. Murray County. 
Union’s first road game in 7-AA 
is Sept. 13 at defending State 
runner-up Rockmart.

Noah Helton - Union 
County will play the 2024 sea-
son in memory of Noah Helton 
-- a 2023 graduate who passed 

away earlier this month. 
“I can’t tell you how 

much Noah Helton meant to 
our football team,” Perry said. 
“We have ‘67’ stickers already 
ordered for our helmets and 
we’re going to put some kind 
of plaque at the fieldhouse. He 
was a great kid.”

In honor of Helton, no 
one will wear No. 67 at UCHS 
for the forseeable future. 

 “No one will wear No. 67 
as long as I’m coach at Union 
County,” Perry said.

Union County football to honor Noah Helton this fall

Junior QB Cade Dockrey and the wide receivers continue making progress. Photo/Todd Forrest

Linebacker Ethan Lester is close to 100% healthy. Photo/Todd Forrest

Sophomore WR/DB Chetley Cox will contribute on both sides of the ball 
in 2024. Photo/Todd Forrest
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Sign Ups are open for the seasons 
in the following age groups: 
     Ages 9-10
     Ages 11-12
     Ages 13-14

For more info contact 
Derek at 706-994-8973

Travel Baseball for 
seasons

Fall 2024 and 
Spring 2025

North Georgia Rapids third at Gainesville meet
Gainesville - Our local 

area swim team, the North 
Georgia Rapids, successful-
ly competed in the league’s 
championship swim meet held 
in Gainesville this past week.  

Twelve teams from 
throughout the North Georgia 
area comprise the league with 
approximately 400 swimmers 
competing.  Our Rapids are in 
the smaller team division and 
finished the event with a strong 
third place finish.  

The team’s 20 swim-
mers range in age from nine 
to 17 with all having good re-
sults.  Following a short break, 
they will return to the water to 
continue their future goals of 
raising their success level.  

The following represent 
the team’s efforts:

Boys 10U Overall fin-
ishes - Sawyer Yancey - 4th; 
Kevin Merritt - 10th; Sam 
Tippens - 12th.

Mixed 12U - Henry Ka-
zmierzak – 1st; McKynlee 
Simpson - 14th.  

Mixed 14U - Wyatt 
Yancey - 6th; Kimberly Simp-
son - 11th; John Tippens - 
12th;  Connor Whitney - 14th.

Mixed 18U - Lily Helton 
- 7th;  Nicholas Nushtayeva 
- 7th; Hunter Yancey - 9th; 
Andrew Nushtayeva - 10th; 
Clara Kazmierzak - 11th; Wy-
att Nichols - 14th.

Although not earning 
individual points, other swim-
mers had numerous personal 
best times. These athletes 

UCHS 2024 Softball schedule

Union County 2024 Volleyball Schedule

Need Blueprints? 
West Printing Company
For all your large format printing needs!

266 Cleveland Street
2 blocks up from the Square on 129

706-745-6343
westprinting@windstream.net

Full Service Printer
Business Cards • Business Forms • Notecards 
Invitations • Blue Prints • Rack Cards • Posters

Stamps • Labels

Full Color printing at rock bottom prices!

Fast, Professional Service

706-745-6343
westprinting@windstream.net

continue to practice hard and 
will be valuable performers in 
future competition: Genevieve 
Conley, Ian Lander, Wyatt 
Chandler,  Carter Tippens and 

Henry Livingston.
The team competes year 

round and practices at the 
Union General Hospital’s Well-
ness Center.  

If you would like more 
information about the team, 
contact Coach Barry Gay at 
(706)835-1662.

Jim Hughes records hole-in-one at Old Union GC
Old Union Golf Course 

would like to congratulate 
Blairsville’s Jim Hughes on his 
recent hole-in-one.

Hughes’ ace came at the 
Par three 13th hole on July 10.

Prior to his retirement, 
Hughes served as Union 
County High School Athletic 
Director. Hughes won two re-
gion championships (1994 and 
2009) as Union County Lady 
Panthers basketball coach.

Old Union is hosting its 
annual Junior Golf Clinic this 
week on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8:30-11 a.m.
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